
Empowering women  
through the gift of linen





The Treaty Villages on Papua New Guinea’s southern coast are Australia’s nearest 
neighbours, located just four kilometres away from the northernmost islands of the  
Torres Strait. 

Life on these borderlands is shockingly harsh – the Treaty Villages are isolated from the rest of 
Papua New Guinea and suffer from a lack of developed infrastructure including hospitals, 
running water and education. Drought, famine, poaching and epidemics of diseases 
including multi-drug-resistant tuberculosis and HIV-AIDs are pushing the Treaty Villages closer 
and closer to a full-blown humanitarian disaster. 

Cairns-based NGO The Reef & Rainforest Reseach Centre (RRRC) and its philanthropic arm 
RRRC Connect are delivering an innovative aid development program in the Treaty Villages 
that is improving lives with the support of the Australian government and general public. 

The program focuses on the selection and training of skilled Community Rangers from 
among the Treaty Villages population. The Rangers are trained in first aid, construction, 
sanitation, leadership and many other vital community-building skills. 

Late in 2016, RRRC Connect appealed to the people of Cairns to help address a critical 
shortage of linen in the Treaty Villages. While it might be bundled into cupboards and 
forgotten about in Australia, in the Treaty Villages clean linen is a vital resource, used for 
birthing mats, bandages, sanitation, clothing, carrying children, shading the elderly and 
many other things. 

The ‘linen drive’ aimed to fill one shipping container with clean linen and deliver it to the 
Treaty Villages. Thanks to the generosity of the Cairns community and in partnership with 
Soroptomist International Cairns and Sea Swift, RRRC Connect was able to fill and deliver a 
total of six shipping containers to the Villages. 

The Treaty Villages Women’s Association prioritised who was most in need before the linen 
had left Cairns. The Community Rangers worked with the Women’s Association to ensure the 
linen was sorted and distributed according to their lists. 

The Women’s Association has asked RRRC Connect to pass on their sincere thanks and 
gratitude to the people of Cairns for their very generous gift.

What matters there, 
matters here
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We need your help
The only way the RRRC Connect can achieve its goals is through corporate 
partners, community organisations and donations from the broader 
community, but why partner with us?

The first stage of our Building Resilience project was action orientated and 
produced outstanding results with limited financial resources and within a 
very short timeframe. We continue to demonstrate that we are committed to 
delivering services in these remote and challenging environments.

The RRRC has the infrastructure and personnel in place to roll out projects 
efficiently and effectively. We have spent a great deal of time solidifying 
relationships with the local Treaty Village communities, relationships built 
on mutual respect and trust, and a desire to enhance the well-being of all 
individuals in the South Fly District. 

Our initial goals:

• Linen drive

• 500 birthing kits

• 500 baby tub packs for new mums 

• Women’s Health Centre

• 52 medical rescues

For further information on how you can help, please give us a call on  
07 4050 7400 or email enquiries@rrrc.org.au

Special thanks to our partners as their contribution ensured the success  
of this project.
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